Announcements: 

· 102 list: Get Crackin’!  The class web site (http://www.mandorichard.net/Confirm) has some resources that might help you.  Think of it like a scavenger hunt!  Google or Yahoo your way to answers if you need to! They’re due on March 25!

· Retreat: Permission forms etc. due in church office.

Can a material girl enter the kingdom of heaven?

What are the five careers you admire the most?

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

Why do you admire each?

What do you want to do when you are an adult?

About 99.97% of us want to have enough to care for ourselves, our families or our future families, and to have enough for some “relaxation or toys”—luxury items.  Richard’s luxuries include a nice camera, a newish car (2005), a nice guitar, a house bigger than he needs, and an iPod.  What luxuries do you have or do you want?

The Jewish people were oppressed by the Romans, living pretty low in the pecking order. What did the Jewish people expect would happen to their financial standing and their wealth when the Messiah came? 

There was a time when wealth was taken as a sign of God’s favor. In fact, some early Protestants (called Calvinists, notably in 17th Century Switzerland, Holland, and England) believed that if you were financially well-off, it was a sign in this world that you were destined to be one of the Elect—one of the very few people taken into Heaven. 

Even today, we like a movie or a TV show with a happy ending—you know, an ending in which the “good person” gets the job or gets the pretty girl or the handsome guy or the bag full of cash.

What’s the happy ending that Jesus has us aiming towards?

In 1998, an Englishman named Vincent McCann wrote that “Jesus did not come to bring material and financial prosperity, rather He came to focus people’s attention on the value of eternal prosperity.” 

What did Jesus teach about wealth? 

· Matthew 6:19-21, p. 787

· Matthew 6:24, p. 787
What does Jesus tell us is really important?


· Matthew 19:23-25, p. 801
How did the disciples react?

· Mark 10:17-30, p. 822 (Parts: Narrator 17-22, the Rich Man, Jesus 17-22, Narrator 23-30, Jesus 23-30 Disciples, Peter)
Why does the Rich Man not follow Jesus?
Mark 17:21 says that Jesus “loved him.” Why is that important?
Now that you’ve heard the longer story, how did the disciples react?
How does Jesus answer Peter’s “whining”?


· James 2: 2-4, p. 981
So, is it a good thing to be nice to people who are all pimped out?


Your moms and dads and teachers urge you to work hard so you can succeed: do well in school so you can go to a good college or training program; do well in college so you can get a good job or have a good career.  What does Jesus make it sound like you should really do?

How can you take care of yourself and follow Jesus’ teaching?

Stewardship: A Middle Way

Vincent McCann points out that “Early Christianity was marked by the rigorous ascetics and by the Church fathers who forcefully attacked all luxury and emphasised poverty as an important Christian virtue.”  Claiming poverty is a virtue oversimplifies things.
· Mark 12: 41-44, p. 825
What makes the widow a good example? Her poverty? Her action? What?


· Proverbs 19:17, p. 525

· 2 Corinthians 9: 7-10, p. 942
What is the reward for being kind to the poor?


Let’s say you bring in a really good lunch one day:  a really good sandwich, cookies, carrots, your favorite fruit…. Sitting at the next lunch table is a kid with nothing to eat. What do you think you should do?

a. Ignore him—he’s obviously a geek not worth knowing.

b. Give him all my food since he has none.

c. Give him all of my sandwich and cookies.

d. Let him pick one thing from my lunch.

e. Ask him if he’d like to share, and, together, decide what he’d like to eat.

How much of his money do you think Bill Gates gives away to schools, health agencies, poor countries, and other charitable causes?

a. He gives 1%--but he’s so rich, that’s a lot!

b. He gives 5%--but he’s so rich, that’s a lot!

c. He gives 10%--he tithes—the traditional amount prescribed by Jewish Law.

d. He gives away 35% of his money.

e. He gives away 75% of his money.

The main points are these:

· Jesus points out that being overly concerned about material wealth can weigh you down and take you out of a good relationship with God.

· In order to live and to take care of your own, in our society, you need to work hard to “succeed.”

· But you need to keep that in perspective.

· With wealth comes the responsibility to help others.

· Faith and good works are both important. Being too focused on material things can lead you to forget the importance of Faith.

So, yes, a material girl can enter the kingdom of heaven—if she remembers what’s really important.

3/11/07

1

