Jesus and the Law

Introduction

· There’s an old joke….. “How do you get to Carnegie Hall [used to be THE concert hall in New York City]?”

· Carl Erskine, an outfielder for the Brooklyn Dodgers in the late 1940’s, was interviewed by Roger Kahn for his book The Boys of Summer. During part of the interview, Erskine was swimming with his son, Jimmy, a Down Syndrome child.  As Jimmy was climbing the ladder out of the pool, he slipped, and his dad steadied him by placing a hand on his behind so he didn’t fall off the ladder. A minute later, Jimmy jumped into the pool again. This time, as he climbed out safely, he took one hand off the ladder and put it on his own butt and grinned at his dad. 

What rule (or “procedure”) had Jimmy thought he’d learned?

· What are some examples of laws or rules or “recipes for righteousness” from the Old Testament—in particular, some examples from the Torah? 

Back to Moses and God’s Commandments 

· You remember the 10 Commandments? First introduced to you in Exodus, they are repeated in Deuteronomy (Deuteronomy 5:6-21, pp.142-143). Using your own words, fill in the 10 Commandments on the worksheet.

· Look at this section of the next chapter (Deuteronomy 6:4-9, p. 143).  On the worksheet, put in your own words what Moses tells the people is The Big Commandment and some of the “procedures” the Jews do to show that they are following this commandment.

· Now turn to Deuteronomy 11:18-20 (p.147—“Phylacteries” and “Mezuzot”), Numbers 15:37-41 (p. 118—“Fringes”), and Leviticus 17:10-16 (p.92—“Kosher”). Add some of the rituals and procedures described in those passages to your worksheet.

· What is the purpose of all these rules and procedures?

Fast Forward to Jesus

· Look at Matthew 5:17-20 (p 786), Matthew 7:12 (p. 788), and Matthew 22:34-40 (p 804). On your worksheet, in your own words, write down what Jesus says are the two Big Commandments. 

· Which of Jesus’ two big commandments is most closely related to “The Golden Rule”?

· On your 10 Commandments of Moses chart, put a check under 1 or 2 (or both) if you think that either (or both) of Jesus’ two commandments can be used as the underlying principle for a commandment. (If you need some help, look at what Paul wrote to the Romans: Romans 14:8-10 on p. 923.)

· Remember from The Nativity Story (movie) how evil tax collectors were at the time? Take a look at Luke 18:9-14 (p. 853). How well does the Pharisee—a member of a group who believed it was critically important to observe all the rules and procedures outlined by Moses—stack up in Jesus’ telling of this parable? Why?

· Look at Matthew 22:15-22, 23:1-5, 16-17, and 23-26 (pp.803-805).  If the Pharisees are so good at following the rules that go back to Moses, what is Jesus’ problem with them? (If you need help answering, look at Matthew 15:7-8 on p. 797.)

· Is Jesus just an anarchist—someone trying to break the old rules and laws and live in a world without rules?  If not, what did he want people to do over 1970 years ago? Today? 

· Thinking about the law and thinking about the adage “practice, practice, practice,” what would you say is one of Jesus Christ’s biggest purposes?

· Look at what Paul wrote to the Galatians about the relationship of the old law, Jesus, and Christians: Galatians 3:24-29 (p. 947). 

Jesus both fulfills and adds to the one great commandment given to Moses (and the 10 commandments and the zillion and three rules and laws). He teaches that the Law is important; but God wants us to understand the principles behind the laws and to have faith in God. Without that, we’ll be “hand on our butt” Christians—following procedures and rituals we don’t understand and missing the big picture.
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