1/28/07

Announcements: 

· Mac & Cheese: Sun 2/4.  Time will be EARLY. 11:30am!  Contact John Graham for more information.

· 102 list: Get Crackin’!  The class web site (http://www.mandorichard.net/Confirm) has some resources that might help you.  Think of it like a scavenger hunt!  Google or Yahoo your way to answers if you need to!

· The class web site also has handouts up through last week—and will have this one by tonight.  It also has a list of dates for Mac & Cheese, Youth Group, the Confirmation Retreat, and other activities. Follow the link for this year’s class to find all that information.

Jesus: Prophet?  Or something else…..

Last time, we stopped just after we had read Jesus’ parable of the sower (Matthew 13:1-23, p. 794). Re-read 13:18-23 on p. 794. 

The purpose of the story is to

a. teach a lesson about being careful where you toss (sow) your seeds
b. scare the heck out of the audience
c. make a point about having a good relationship with God
d. teach a lesson about stewarding God’s bounty by planting wisely.

Each seed that lands in a different place is compared to a different kind of person to teach a lesson about the relationship we should have with God. What’s Jesus teaching here?

· Seed on the path = what kind of person?

· Seed on the rocky ground = what kind of person?

· Seed amongst the weeds and thorns = what kind of person?

· Seed that is sown in the good earth = what kind of person?

Do you remember the prophets from the Old Testament?  (In case you don’t remember, here’s a story about Elisha healing Naaman—2 Kings 5:1-27, pp. 293-294; and here’s a reminder of that verse in Micah that we’ve looked at about 5 times before this—Micah 6:8, p.757.)

Prophets—we remember them for telling people what will happen and for working miracles, but for what should we really remember them?

The Prophets, like Jesus, are trying to promote the idea the we need to repent from wrongdoing, obey God’s will, and be in good relationship with God and with each other—all in spite of difficulties! 

From the New Testament (Luke 1:5-80, pp. 831-832), we know there was another miracle baby born a few months before Jesus was born.  Who was that?

John the Baptist

Luke 1:41-44 p. 831

Mark 1:1-11 p. 812.

From these two passages, what do we know about John the Baptist?  How does Mark relate John and Jesus to the Old Testament Prophets? What is John’s role in Jesus’ mission?  How is John acting as a prophet?

“Sidebar”: Think back to the timelines we discussed during the study of the Histories and the one presented last week. How long had the Jewish people been waiting for a true prophet before John and Jesus appear on the scene?

a. a couple of weeks

b. 10,000 years

c. about 400 years (give or take a century)

d. they’re still waiting.

Back to John the Baptist.

Matthew 3:1-17 pp. 784-785


John 1:19-34 p. 862

Matthew 11:7-11 p.792

What extra things does Matthew add to the first story about John?  Why does John go off on the Pharisees and Sadducees?  What does Jesus tell us about John?

This next story (Matthew 14:1-12 p.796) is a bit gory. Note that in verses 1-2, Herod is speculating about Jesus, assuming that he’s John the pesky baptizer raised from the dead—then he remembers how he put John to death.

Why was John put to death? What had he done to tick off Herodias?  What does this story show us about how Jesus is different?  (Hint: Matthew 28:1-10, p. 811—and/or put checks in the boxes below!)

	
	The Prophets
	John the B.
	Jesus

	Perform miracles as a sign of God’s power or love.
	 
	
	 

	Able to talk to God.
	 
	
	 

	Counsels repentance and right action.
	
	
	

	Counsels being in right relationship with God.
	
	
	

	Usually dies gruesomely and/or young for telling people hard things—the hard truth!
	
	
	

	Comes back to life on this earth.
	
	
	

	Is God.
	
	
	


From an ethical point of view, Jesus’ teachings are prophetic—urging people to be in a proper relationship with each other and with God. It’s why even many Muslims value his teachings. But we Christians profess that there is something different about Jesus. John the Baptist, Micah, and other prophets told us what to do. But Jesus is ALSO GOD!!!!! Why is that important to us? Think about that question for our classes in February.

