Confirmation Class: 2007-2008

St Barnabas Episcopal Church

Instructors: John Graham and Richard Gordon

Some Administrative Matters
· Mac and Cheese Club

· Blue Forms?

· Prayer Books

· Assignments; Scavenger Hunt (p.4 of this handout): Due October 14.

Quick Guide to Reformation in England

“While Protestantism tore apart European society, it took a far different form in England, retaining much of the doctrine and the practices of Catholicism. England also experienced the greatest wavering between the two religions as the monarchs of England passed from one religion to the next.” –Richard Hooker

Here is a very-much-abridged timeline of certain events that helped form the Church of England—also known as the Anglican Church:

Mid-14th Century: John Wycliffe works on an English Bible. 

1409: Not one, not two, but three (3) “Popes”—all at one time!

1509: Henry VIII receives “Papal Dispensation” to marry Catherine of Aragon. Special permission was needed because Catherine was the widow of Henry’s older brother.

1517: In Germany, Martin Luther begins his campaign to reform the Church.

1521: Pope declares Henry VIII “Defender of the Faith” for his defense of Catholicism in the face of Protestant criticism.

About 1529-1532: Henry, because he has no male heir and because Catherine is in her 40s (so no more children are likely), asks the Pope for an “annulment” on the grounds that the Bible forbids him from having married his brother’s widow. The Pope declines: Catherine’s family are close allies of the Pope.

1533: Henry VIII arranges for Archbishop of Canterbury Cranmer to annul his marriage to Catherine so he can marry Anne Boleyn. 

1534: Parliamentary Act of Supremacy declares the monarch the head of the Church in England.

1536: Cranmer’s 10 Articles make first attempt to define the doctrines and teachings of the Church of England as distinct from those of Roman Catholicism, Luther, Calvin, and other Protestants.

1547: Edward VI (10-year-old son of Henry and Jane Seymour) becomes king. Protestants have upper hand. Catholics persecuted.

1553: Mary I (daughter of Henry and Catherine) becomes queen. Roman Catholic bishops restored in England. 

1555: England officially becomes Roman Catholic again. Protestants persecuted. Eventually, Cranmer and about 300 other Protestants executed.

1558: Elizabeth I becomes Queen. England no longer Catholic.

1563: 39 Articles approved, completing the formation of the Church of England.

1603: Elizabeth dies; James VI of Scotland becomes King James I of England.

1611: King James Bible.

1642-1660: After a 3-year Civil War, Oliver Cromwell (and then his son) lead England. In 1660, Parliament restores Charles II to the throne.

1686: James II now king. Begins appointing Catholics to public office.

1688: William III of Orange invited to “save England from Roman Catholicism.” James II flees to France. (William and Mary)

1689: Parliament issues a Bill of Rights that establishes a constitutional monarchy and that forbids Roman Catholics serving as King or Queen. Parliament also passes the Toleration Act granting freedom of worship in England.
· In the very rough timeline above, how many times do you see the Protestants and Catholics “switch” between “Tormentor” and “Tormented”?

· In America, we are used to the idea of the separation of church and state. Did that principle apply in 16th-17th Century England?

· Even though things were still sometimes bloody during Elizabeth’s reign, she managed to get things to calm down.  Richard Hooker describes how she balanced the demands of the “Puritans,” “Protestants,” and “Catholics”:

“Elizabeth's greatest legacy was the spirit of compromise that infused her version of the Church of England. She managed to please Catholics by retaining several important aspects of Catholicism and also managed to please moderate Calvinists who wanted all traces of the Roman church to be expunged. She effected this by allowing English Calvinists (called "Puritans" because the wanted to purify the church from all Roman influences) to participate in Parliament and to set up semiautonomous congregations that practiced Calvinist doctrine but still recognized the Queen as the head of the church.”

· What does Hooker’s description tell you about the way Elizabeth shaped the Anglican Church?


· Why do you think Henry VIII seize a lot of the church’s land?

· It seems like a lot of “politics” involved. What happened to Jesus’ message? What about today? Is politics involved? 
Most important points to remember:

· Episcopal Church: “Anglican” church in America.

· Anglican Church: A compromise between European Protestant movement and Roman Catholicism.

· Anglican church retained some ideas from many sides in the religious disputes of 1300-1700.

· Episcopal Book of Common Prayer (1979) is a modern adaptation of the 16th and 17th century documents of the Church of England.

· If you believe in the words of the Apostle’s Creed and the Nicene Creed,  then “The Episcopal Church welcomes you.” 

If you want to learn more….

Look at the Historical Documents section of our Book of Common Prayer.

Or visit http://anglicansonline.org/basics/thirty-nine_articles.html 

This web site includes the 1801 version of the articles (found in our prayer book) with some commentary about earlier versions.

Or visit Wikipedia ( http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirty-Nine_Articles ) as a starting place to learn more. (As your teachers may have told you, Wikipedia is a fine place to start your research, but don’t rely on everything you read there!)  Below is an excerpt from the Wikipedia article on the 39 Articles:

The Church of England was searching out its doctrinal position in relation to the Roman Catholic Church and the continental Protestants. A series of defining documents were written and replaced over a period of 30 years as the doctrinal and political situation changed from the excommunication of Henry VIII in 1533, to the excommunication of Elizabeth I in 1570.

Prior to King Henry's death in 1547, several statements of position were issued. The first attempt was the Ten Articles in 1536 which showed some slightly Protestant leanings; the result of an English desire for a political alliance with the German Lutheran princes. The next revision was the Six Articles in 1539 which swung away from all reformed positions and the King's Book in 1543 which re-established almost in full the familiar Catholic doctrines. Then, during the reign of Edward VI in 1552, the Forty-Two Articles were written under the direction of Archbishop Thomas Cranmer. It was in this document that Calvinist thought reached its zenith of its influence in the English Church. These articles were never put in to action, due to the king's death and the reunion of the English Church with Rome under Queen Mary I. Finally, upon the coronation of Elizabeth I and the re-establishment of the separate Church of England the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion were established by a Convocation of the Church in 1563, under the direction of Matthew Parker, then the archbishop of Canterbury, which pulled back from Calvinist thinking and created the peculiar English reformed doctrine. The articles, finalized in 1571, were to have a lasting effect on religion in the United Kingdom and elsewhere through their incorporation into and propagation through the Book of Common Prayer. 

Scavenger Hunt: Due Sunday October 14

Go to the library, look online, look in your Book of Common Prayer. We have a few questions we want you to research. On a separate piece of paper, write a few sentences to answer each of these questions. Bring them to class on 10/14. This assignment should take 60-75 minutes. If you spend more than 75 minutes—stop. And have a parent send a note in with whatever work you were able to complete in that time period.

1) Why was John Wycliffe’s body dug up and burned over 40 years after he died?  What deed had he done that was considered so evil?


2) On page 323 of our Book of Common Prayer, there’s a prayer the priest says at the beginning of the Rite I (7:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. services at St. Barnabas) service: 

“Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.”

Look on line and see if you can find the earliest Anglican prayer book that contained this prayer—or one nearly identical to it. When was it published? Who is credited as the author (or primary author) for this version of the Book of Common Prayer?

3) Look over pages 9-11 of your Book of Common Prayer.  Feel free to ask a parent to help you go over it—it’s 18th Century English so it might not be the easiest language to understand.  As you read this document, see if you can find two or three reasons the 1789 version of our Episcopal Church felt it important to a) have its own prayer book and/or b) form a new church in America. 


St. Barnabas Confirmation Class
1
9/30/07


