Announcements: 

· Mac & Cheese: TONIGHT @ 7:00 pm.

· 102 list: Turn it in—put your name on it. 

· Retreat: Leave from the church at 3:30pm on Friday.

Easter: What’s All The Fuss About?

Next Sunday is Palm Sunday, and the Sunday after that is Easter Sunday. Based on what you have read or studied or heard in church in past years, what are the essential parts of the Easter story? Let’s try to get 8-10 of them.

What are some examples of the miracles Jesus performed while he was with us?

If he had all this power, why did he let himself be killed or why did God the Father allow him to be killed? 

Let’s look at part of the Easter story according to John (pp.882-883). We’ll read the 20th chapter, everyone reading one verse. This is the part of the story in which Jesus’ resurrection is first discovered, in which he appears to the disciples for the first and second time, and in which John tells us why he wrote this gospel.

How do the first witnesses to Jesus’ body “having gone missing” react? 

Mary Magdalene is the first one to see Jesus. Why didn’t she recognize him?

What’s unusual about the first time Jesus appears to an assembly of his disciples?

In verses 22-23, Jesus bestows what sound like “powers” on his disciples? What “powers” does he grant them? Would they be the ones performing the acts our translation says they would be or …..?

Earlier this winter, we talked about miracles, faith, and reason. In verses 24-29, we see Thomas, a disciple absent at Jesus’ earlier appearance. Let’s re-read these verses, with a narrator, someone reading Jesus’ part, and someone reading Thomas’ part.

In John 11:16 (p.873), Thomas is seen as a devoted follower of Jesus—ready to die with or for Jesus’ sake.  How do you think he might have reacted to Jesus’ death?

Why did Thomas not believe that Jesus had returned?  Does this make him a bad person?  

What happened to make him believe?

Does Jesus condemn him? What lesson does Jesus want us all to learn from Thomas?

What is the purpose of the Gospel, according to the last verses of Chapter 20? Or put another way, why is the Easter miracle the most important one of all?

NOT an all-inclusive list, but 10 things the students might remember in response to our first question. I was pleased—the got all these things and more!!

Entry into Jerusalem

Last Supper

Arrest in the Garden

“Hearing” in front of Pontius Pilate

Release of Barabbas

Torture & Taunting

Killed via Crucifiction

A couple of days later, his body is missing from its grave

Jesus has risen from the dead.

After 40 days, he ascends into heaven.
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