Confirmation Class: 2007-2008

St Barnabas Episcopal Church

Instructors: John Graham and Richard Gordon

Some Administrative Matters
Mac and Cheese Club December 2. Let’s get the attendance up a bit higher, please.

Warm Up

Have you ever had a time when one of your beliefs has been challenged and you had to stand up for what you believe in? What was the situation? Why did you stand up for what you believed in instead of ignoring the situation or going along with something you don’t believe in?  

When we say the Nicene Creed or the Apostles’ Creed, we are standing up and publicly stating “This is what we believe.”

Quick Review

· First, let’s read the Nicene Creed. What page is it on?


· Next, let’s go over the worksheet that was due today.

The Apostles’ Creed begins on page ____ and also on page ____ in the Book of Common Prayer.  The Nicene Creed begins on page ____ but can also be found beginning on page ____ and page ____. The Apostles’ Creed, and one version of the Nicene Creed, say “____ believe in God”; however, the version of the Nicene Creed we usually recite in church begins “____ believe in one God.”  When someone is baptized or confirmed, we go through The Baptismal Covenant, a way of saying what we __________________ in a question and answer format.  We can find the Baptismal Covenant beginning on page ____ and also beginning on page ____.

· What is the main purpose of both the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed?

· What other purposes do the creeds have?

· What part of the Nicene Creed do you find easiest to believe?

· What part of the Nicene Creed do you find hardest to believe?

· Why does it matter if a creed begins “I believe” or “We believe”?


NEW QUESTIONS AND TOPICS BELOW!

· Why do we all say the creed together? 


· Generally, what does the Creed tell us about the nature of God?  When we say the creed, what are we saying we believe about God—and all God’s attributes? Let’s see what the Catechism teaches us about God the Father (p. 846).

· Why does the Nicene Creed contain the “plot summary” of Jesus’ story? (Remember, the Apostles’ Creed does this, too.  There are both theological and historical reasons for this.) What do we say we believe about Jesus? Let’s see what the Catechism teaches us (pp. 849-850).

· Last time, you correctly talked about why the Holy Spirit and those things lumped together in the third section of the Apostles’ Creed are grouped together.  What things are in the third section of the Nicene Creed? Explain why each is in the section about the Holy Spirit? Let’s see what the Catechism teaches us (pp. 852-853).

· What does the concept of the Holy Trinity try to do for us?

· So, there’s something special about our creeds.  How are they different from a “regular prayer”?

· Back when Connor’s mom and Thomas’ mom and Richard used to lead Children’s Chapel, the service had a creed in it that included lines like these:
     I believe in God above.
     I believe in Jesus’ love.
     Thank you God for Jesus’ love.
     Thank you God for everything.  Amen.
How does saying the Nicene Creed differ from saying a little prayer like this one?
· In the Nicene Creed we publicly profess what we believe, remind ourselves of the things that set us apart from the other Children of Abraham (Jewish Religion and Islam), and “refresh our memory” about the basics of our religion. By saying it with other people we are reminded, if nothing else, that we are in relationships with other people and with God—and that all of us have a relationship with God. 

· Next time, John will lead us as we look at the calendar of the church (beginning on page 15).  What season begins the Christian year?  What are the major seasons and what do they celebrate? 
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