Last Class Meeting!  April 29, 2007

Announcements:
· Youth Group Schedule: Consult Father Russ re: meeting tonight, trip to NYC May 4-5, and other activities.

· Mac and Cheese Club: May 6, 7pm – location TBA.  Perhaps Walkers’; Perhaps Tchinnis’; perhaps ?????.  We will announce on class web site on Thursday Evening at the latest (www.mandorichard.net/Confirm). We will also do a Mac and Cheese Club meeting on June 3 at 7pm—location also TBA.

· 102 lists: Must be turned in.  8th graders—no 102 list, Father Russ says you may not be confirmed.  7th graders—no 102 list, Father Russ says you may not be confirmed until it’s turned in—and you may have to repeat the Bible year as a 9th grader.  Questions: contact Father Russ, not John and Richard!

· Remaining Confirmation Schedule:

· May 6: 9:00 am: 8th graders meet Father Russ in main church for rehearsal before the 10:00am service.  The exact time confirmands should arrive on May 13 will be announced at the rehearsal, too.

· May 13: exact time TBA—confirmands (8th graders) arrive at church.  Confirmation during the 10:00 am service.  Brief reception afterwards.

Review:

We’ll go over some of these questions in class—think about the rest on your own.

· What are the parts of the Bible? (Fill in the worksheet on the reverse.)

· If you had to summarize the Old Testament, what would you say are its most important features?  What lessons can we take from it?

· Why would some say that Moses is the most important figure in the Old Testament?

· What’s different about the New Testament?  What lessons can we take from it?

· What did Jesus say was wrong about how very strict Jews practiced their religion?

· The Jews were basically a homeless people for much of their history—and certainly were from about 400-500 BC until about 1948 AD.  How was Jesus a different Messiah from what the Jews expected?

· How do the following selections help us understand a) What’s Important and b) How Jesus has helped focus the world on what’s really important?

· Ecclesiastes 12:13 (543)

· Micah 6:8 (757)

· Matthew 7:12 (788) 22:34-40 (804)

· 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 and13:13 (934)
· How are Jesus’ teaching different from Moses’ teaching, and how were their teachings similar? What does Jesus coming into the world do to change our understanding of God and our relationship with God?  Who is included in the “New Covenant”?

Parts of the Bible

Traditional Structure:

I. _______ Testament
II. ______ Testament

  A. The ____________
  A. The _________

  (Example: Exodus)
  (Example: Matthew)

  B. The ____________
  B. The Acts of the Apostles

  (Example: Chronicles)
  (Author: ____________)

  C. The Books of the ______________ 
  C. The ________________

  (Examples: Isaiah, Micah, Daniel)
  (__________ written mostly by _________


   to the Early Church all around the


   Mediterranean Basin [and beyond])

  D. The Books of _____________
D. Revelation

  (Example: The Book of Psalms)
  (“The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave


   him to show his servants what must soon take place. 


   He made it known by sending his angel to his 


   servant John….” [Revelation 1:1])
Non-Traditional Structure:

One way of looking at the Bible is to see it as divided into four parts: The first part, 

including the first 11 chapters in _______________ , are like the introduction—including the creation story, the story of Adam and Eve, the story of Cain and Abel, the story of Noah, and the story of the tower of Babel. The second part contains the rest of the 

_______ _____________________________, the four ________________, and parts of

________ , and tells the story of the relationship between

_________ and his ______________.  The third part in this way of looking at the Bible 

includes the rest of Acts and all of the early ________________ written by _______ and other early Christians helping to explain and figure out this new religion: Christianity. 

And finally, the book of _________________ presents a poetic and visionary spin on what it means to be a Christian.

Another way of looking at the Bible:

The Torah introduces God’s Law. The Prophets and Histories show what happens if you don’t (or if you do) follow God’s Law. The New Testament reaffirms what is most important: Love God; Love All People; Love Creation; Maintain Good Relationships with God, People, Creation; understand that we are saved by God’s Grace as revealed to us by Jesus. 

