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Collects

In general, prayer is a time we lift our hearts and minds to God, a time to communicate with God, a time to reflect on our relationship with God, and, therefore, on our relationship with each other. There are many kinds of prayers: requests, thanksgivings, praise, meditation, and so on.

Today, we’ll look at a specific kind of prayer called a Collect.  You will each write one and bring it to class on January 13, 2008.

The Collect format is a very old form of prayer.  It goes back to the earliest church. It’s called a collect, in part, because, in a church service, the priest, deacon, or lay reader says it to collect all of our prayers together. The name also recalls the ancient church—that is, the leader would say this prayer to gather the congregation together to worship.  

Like a lot of prayers, a collect is usually introduced with the words, “Let us pray.”  That is actually the first part of the collect—the part in which the leader collects us together in one group.

Let’s read these collects and see if we can identify the parts of a collect.

A collect for the morning:

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A collect for peace:

Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with your wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth, that in tranquility your dominion may increase until the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Collect for the First Sunday in Advent:

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for the Second Sunday in Advent:

Merciful God, who sent thy messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Collect for the Third Sunday in Advent

Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

Collect for Purity (Opening of Holy Communion)

Rite II

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Rite I

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
A collect for those in positions of authority (from Canada)

God of Justice, you revealed your power in the servanthood of Jesus. May those who govern the nations use their authority in wisdom, kindness and peace. Awaken in all who govern a thirst for justice that embodies your care for this earth and the human community. We pray in Jesus' name.

Amen.

What parts are there in a collect? Including the invitation (“Let us pray.” And the group’s response (Amen), there are usually 7 parts!

To whom are collects addressed?

What do they ask for? 

Homework due Sunday, January 13, 2008

Compose a collect of your own on a topic of your choice. A collect is a short prayer—one very long sentence, or several short sentences.

Traditionally, a collect has these 7 parts:

1. Invitation (“Let us pray.” Collects or gathers us together.)

2. Address (To God, often to one part of the Trinity, usually God the Father)

3. A description of one of God’s qualities that relates to the next part of the prayer (Mercy, Power, Everlasting Being, Justice, etc.)

4. A petition, that is, the request that we are making. (Note that the petition is not used to ask for something of value for our own material use, pleasure, or glory—that is, we don’t pray to God for him to knock 10 seconds off our 200 Freestyle time or for having a winning Powerball ticket. Instead we might pray for the strength to show forth his glory in all that we do or might pray for wisdom in managing our resources in accordance with the commandment to love our neighbors.)

5. The reason we are asking or the result that we expect to happen if our petition is granted.

6. A conclusion—sometimes referred to as a mini-doxology (hymn or prayer glorifying God), sometimes referred to as a “Christian Conclusion.” (It has a practical purpose, too—it helps the congregation know that it’s almost time for the last part!)

7. Amen!  (We all affirm the prayer together!)

Sample annotation of an existing collect to help you see how it works:

	Almighty God, 
	(Address)

	to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
	(Description: God’s all-knowing! He knows our “hearts”!)

	Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
	(Petition or Request: that our hearts be purified [“cleansed”])

	that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
	(Result—and why we’re asking!)

	through Christ our Lord.
	(“Christian Conclusion”)

	Amen. 
	(We all add our voices to the prayer and say Amen!)


Here’s a worksheet to help you gather your thoughts as you write your collect:

· Topic of your prayer:

· Address or Salutation:

· Which of God’s qualities is relevant to your prayer:

· Petition or Request:

· Result of your request being granted and/or the reason you’re asking:

· Doxology or Christian Conclusion—Praise him!:

· Amen.

Sample: Here’s a sample collect Richard made up in about 20 minutes one night. It ain’t perfect, but it might be appropriate prior to an athletic competition….

Let us pray.

Almighty God; who has given us the freedom to choose for ourselves the privilege of following your two greatest commandments; give us the strength and courage to do our best in all that we do; that our competition lead us to appreciate the efforts of all, that our success might show the world your glory, and that our struggles present us opportunities to learn and grow; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

So now YOU try it!!

Your Collect is due on Sunday, January 13, 2008.
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