Baptism and Confirmation

This month, we’re looking at the sacrament of Baptism and the sacramental rite of Confirmation.

Administrative Matters

· Mac and Cheese on Feb 3. When do you want to do it? During or after the 11:15 am service?

· Retreat weekend: March 14-16 at Rehoboth Beach. Fr. Russ will send more information shortly; however, he expects all members of this class to attend.

Warm-up: Promises

· Do you promise people things? Do people promise things to you?

· What happens when you break a promise?  What happens when someone breaks a promise to you? What happens if you break a lot of promises?

· Confirmation is a time in which you step forward and promise God, your family, yourself, and every Christian that you will honor your Baptismal Covenant.

Baptism (Review)
· Why does the church baptize people?  

· In Baptism, who or what is acting?

· What does it mean when we say that Baptism is a sacrament?

· Baptism is one of two sacraments in our church.  What’s the other one?

· Last week, John asked you this question: "What is required of us at Baptism?" What three things are required of us?
· What benefits do we get from Baptism—even if we were baptized as infants?

· (If any of these questions stump you, look at pp. 858-859 and pp. 301-308 in BCP.)

Confirmation

· Read the first 4 questions and answers under “Other Sacramental Rites” on p. 860 in the BCP.

· In Confirmation, who or what is acting?  

· We talked about how any Christian could baptize someone into the Christian family—and we talked about times when a nurse or doctor might do so. Why is the Bishop involved in Confirmation? Why is his or her laying on of hands part of the action?

· Look at the questions the Bishop asks the confirmation candidates and at the candidates’ answers (p. 415 BCP).  When you give those responses, what are you promising to do?

· Here’s an excerpt from Luke’s version of the story of Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptizer. Remember, John was baptizing people who would repent from their sins and promise to lead a good life:


“And the crowds asked [John], ‘What then should we do?’ 
In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must 
share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food 
must do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He 
said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed 
for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone 
by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’” (Luke 3:10-14)
· Having re-read that passage, when you give those responses to the bishop at Confirmation, what are you promising to do? (Think about it. This will be your homework for February 10.)


· When Bishop Wright lays his hands on your head, he says the following prayer (changing the words to include your name): “Strengthen, O Lord, your servant Olivia with your Holy Spirit; empower her for your service; and sustain her all the days of her life. Amen.” (p. 309 and p. 418 BCP) 

What is he praying for? What is “your service”? What does “sustain” mean?
Several important things happen at Confirmation:

1) You make your own promise to abide by the two big laws: Love God and Love Your Neighbor. You promise to abide by the Baptismal Covenant that you made or that others made for you.

2) By being confirmed by the Bishop, you are reminded that you are part of a community that can trace its roots back to Peter, Paul, and the earliest leaders of the church. Confirmation is a symbol of your being part of the “Christian Family Tree.”

3) By means of your own prayers, the prayers of the bishop, the prayers of the entire congregation, AND the Grace of God, Confirmation can be like a “booster shot” – a fresh dose of God’s Grace made available to you. Given the amount of wickedness in the world, as discussed last week, we can all use this booster!

4) Confirmation is the time when you take responsibility for your own spiritual growth. For example, after Richard was confirmed, he began reading the Psalms in the back of the BCP. 
Your Assignment—Due February 10:

Write a couple of paragraphs that tell us the following things.

· What do “reaffirm[ing] your renunciation of evil” and “renew[ing] your commitment to Jesus” mean to you? What are you promising to do?

· What are two things you hope to do as a result of being confirmed by Bishop Wright? What might you do to learn more about God’s Grace and your relationship with God? What “service” might you do?

Don’t forget to put your name on your statement.
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