The Books of the Prophets

Warm-up Exercise:

· Patriarchs, Princes, and Prophets.  Can you name some examples of each?

· What is a prophet?  Do we have any modern day prophets? 

· Minor stories in our culture that have a “prophetic” theme: 

· The Boy Who Cried Wolf  (Aesop’s Fable, Greek, c. 600 BC)

· Struwwelpeter (Dr. Hoffman, German, 1845)

The Books of the Prophets

· Historically, these books overlap the time of the Histories—for example, we think Isaiah was written between 740 and 700 BCE.

· Other Prophets appear in the Old Testament, and some would even say that John the Baptist (in the New Testament) is a kind of Prophet. (Muslims believe that Jesus was a prophet!)

· In the Histories, figures like Nathan, Elijah, and Elisha could be called prophets.

· Some of the Prophets whose writings are collected in the this portion of the Old Testament addressed Judah (the southern kingdom), some addressed Israel (the northern kingdom—or the people of the northern kingdom while they were in exile). One, Obadiah, prophesied to and warned the people of Edom, a country bordering Judah.

· The 17 Prophetic Books are split into two major groupings:

· The “Major” Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah (and Lamentations written by or attributed to Jeremiah), Ezekiel, and Daniel.

· The “Minor” Prophets, sometimes called “the twelve”: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi.

· The main message of the prophets for our daily lives is found in Micah 6:8 (757): 

· Do Justice, 

· Love Kindness, 

· Walk Humbly With Your God.

What do the Prophets Tell Us?

The Prophets try to get people to listen to the word of God, try to get people to do the right thing—it’s more than just telling the future.  Prophets try to get the people to be in “right relationship” with God.

Their message really boils down to a very simple idea: Follow God, or else! (And a host of variations on that theme!) The Prophets include both threats for disobedience and promises for the righteous….

· Ezekiel 18: 4-20 (p.685)

· Hosea 14: 1-7 (739)

· Amos 2: 4-5 (p. 744) 

· Zechariah 7:8-14 (p. 772)

How do they try to tell their message? There are examples of poetry, stories and parables, political speeches, “sermons,” prayers, miracles—you name it—they’ve tried it to get their message across.

· Elijah (from your homework): 1 Kings 17:17-24 and 18:22-27, 36-39 (pp. 282-284)
· Ezekiel 34: 1-31 (pp. 702-703)

If we had more time, we could look at a lot of the prophecies—both long and short term—contained in these books. For us, as Christians, it’s important for us to see prophecies of Jesus:

· Isaiah  7:14 (p. 554), 9:6-7 (p. 555), 53:2-3, 5 (p. 596)

· Zechariah 12:10

We will spend some time on both Sundays (as time permits) looking at two specific stories: Daniel (pp. 716-730) and Jonah (pp. 752-753).

1) Jonah  752
 
Demonstrate God’s glory, power, forgiveness
Prophet’s duty
Saved through repentance (Jonah & Nineveh)
Saved through God’s power
A lesson about self-centeredness and anger
Is Jonah a typical prophet story?


2) Daniel

· Like a lot of characters in the O.T. (Joseph, Ezekiel, Esther), Daniel is a Jew in exile. 

· Like Joseph, he rises to a position of power & responsibility within the captor’s government. 

· And like Joseph, he rises to that power by the interpretation of the King’s dreams. 
Joseph & Pharaoh: Gen 41:15-41  33-34
Daniel (aka Belteshazzar—the name given him by the Babylonians) tells King Nebuchadnezzar what his dream means, thereby saving “all the wise men of Babylon” whom the king had said should be put to death for not being able to interpret his dream. Note that Daniel, like Joseph, indicates that the interpretation comes from God: Daniel 2:26-49   718-719
Note that the King gives lip service to Daniel’s God, but promotes Daniel—Nebchadnezzar doesn’t really get that God is God and that Daniel and his three companions are God’s instruments

· Nebuchadnezzar  sets up an idol and commands that the people worship it. Daniel’s on the road, but his three buddies aren’t. And someone jealous of their success denounces them:
Daniel 3: 12-30 (719-720)

· Eventually, Nebuchadnezzar gets it: 4:37 (721). But his son, the next king Belshazzar doesn’t. At a feast, he gets drunk and gets the bright idea that he and his court should drink from the vessels that his father had captured from the temple in Jerusalem. 5:3-6 (722).  The Queen reminds him of Daniel—Daniel points out a lot of Belshazzar’s faults, pointing out that  Nebuchadnezzar curbed his pride (“humbled his heart”) and understood that God is the source of power and strength, then foretells the conquest of the Babylonians by the Persians: 5:22-28 (722). 

· The Persian King Darius recognizes Daniel’s wisdom and appoints him, like Joseph in Egypt, as the 2nd most powerful man in the Kingdom. Of course the rest of the court is jealous and plots against Daniel. (6:4-27). Guess who wins—Darius is thrilled—God’s glory is shown again!

· Chapters 7-12 in Daniel are filled with visions of the future. 
7:13-14 (724) – READ THE FOOTNOTE “e” – Jesus used the title “Son of Man” to refer to himself—these two verses, like the verses we looked at last week, foretell Jesus! 
12:2-3 (729) – Daniel foresees the resurrection in one of the few passages in the Old Testament that is that explicit about the Resurrection of the Dead—one of the major signs that God gives us that Jesus is God and Man together. (Later, we’ll see what Paul has to say about this in 1 Corinthians 15!)

· Again, I tell you 
In closing….

We remind you  of  one of the verses we pointed out to you on the second day of class: Micah 6:8 (p. 757).

The Prophets—like Jesus, like God, like so many other righteous people in the Bible—were trying to get the people of Israel, Judah, and the surrounding areas to understand that God requires us to “do justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly with [our] God.” That message is still valid today.
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