December 10, 2006
Lesson 8

Books of Poetry

SPECIAL WARM UP – “Filling the Tank, A community exercise!”

I. Article Homework Discussion – “The Feel Good” and “Why?”

( Books of Poetry & Confirmation Class Recollection

II. Preface & Introduction

As we present the Books of Poetry… think about where we have been in class.  We have traveled from creation, to leadership, to the solid formation of rules, to which we believe, and finally to the knowing of adversity, so that we can trust, love and follow God Almighty.

One third of the Old Testament was written in poetry:  Book of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs…. pain, God, life, and love.

III. Lesson

A.   Book of Job, page 392

Job’s turmoil & deep adversity!

Read Ch, 1, 2, 3; v1 – 5 (pg. 392 – 394)

A Play type ( Roles: Narrator, Job, The Lord, Satan, Messenger 1 (v14), Messenger 2 (v16), Messenger 3 (v17), Messenger 4 (v18), Wife (Ch2 v9)
The 3 Friends give advice to Job!

Ch. 4, v4 – 6: Eliphaz, pg. 394

Ch. 9, v2 – 4: Bidad, pg 397

Ch. 11, v7 – 8: Zophar, pg 399

The Humbleness of Job!

Ch 42, v1 -6: Brother Carl reads, pg 424.

Things are restored, The Blessing of God & Benefit of Believing in God during adversity, V10 – 13, 15 – 17.

B.  Book of Psalms

A presentation of human motions as events relate to God’s being; private and public, such as the creation, war, worship, wisdom, sin and evil, judgment, justice, and the coming of Jesus Christ, the Messiah.

Background:  David is the popular author, a shepherd boy who rose to be a famous king of Judah.  He is well known for introducing song and poetry to worship services.   The books of Psalms were like hymns in the early church.   Solomon (David’s son) is also an author, but not as well known as David.  See Psalm 72 and 127.  The other authors are Korah, Heman, Ethan (Levites) – all of which were appointed by David to provide song for worship… there are 50 that don’t have a designated author. 

The longest book the bible.  Oldest Psalm is Psalm 90 – Prayer for Moses, Man’s frailty compared to God’s power.  The latest song is Psalm 137, written around 550 B.C.  All of which were written over a period of 1000 years.

Continued, Book of Psalms

Read

Psalm 1, pg 242

Psalm 23, pg 435

Psalm 91, pg 477

Psalm 145, pg 506

Something to think about…. God is the same Lord in all the Psalms, but what is interesting is the response to God in different situations.  Give examples.
C.  Book of Proverbs:  Page 509

The style of wisdom to living a fulfilled life!  The best “How To” book ever written.

Background:  King Solomon is the principal writer – the Hebrew title is Mishle Shelomon, “Proverbs of Solomon”.  It was written around 900 B.C.  What is the difference between knowledge and wisdom?  Read Ch1 v. 1- 7.  “To know wisdom and instruction, to perceive the words of understanding, to receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, judgment, and equity; to give prudence to the simple, and  to the young person knowledge and discretion”.  King Solomon covered most topics: personal conduct, sexual relations, business, wealth, charity, ambition, discipline, debt, child-rearing, character, alcohol, politics and revenge. 
Pick 3 volunteers to randomly choose about 5 versus in any chapter to read and share!

D. Ecclesiastes, page 536.

The intimate, personal meaning of what God means to you!

The author is not directly mentioned, possibly Solomon, written around 935 B.C.  It is revealed that seeking “worldly things” without God in your life is meaningless.  It presents the belief that worldly things are so temporary.  The first 7 chapters describe the worldly things, from scientific discovery, wisdom and philosophy, alcohol, architecture, property and luxury.  An example how quick things go by without much meaning – What was your favorite TV show when you were 4 years old?

The bottom-line:  Acknowledge God from youth and to follow his will.  Read Ch 12, v1; v13 -14, pg 543   Without God, there is no truth or meaning to life!
E.  Song of Solomon (Songs), page 543
Obviously, Solomon is the author and the main theme, if you had to drill it down to one key point… Enjoy the moment – the life of love!  The purpose is a lyrical writing to extol virtues of love between a husband (the king) and his wife (Shulamite).  It shows the context of marriage by loving each other spiritually, emotionally, and physically… hits all levels of emotion???  The best one is the first song, Ch1, v1 -4, page 543. 

The book can be divided into 3 sections:  #1) the courtship Ch1 – Ch3 v. 5, #2) the wedding Ch3, v6 – ch5 v1, and # 3) the mature marriage Ch5 v2 – Ch8 v14.

A practical application:  Today we are confused about marriage.  How?  The divorce rate and the attempts to redefine marriage stands in contrast to Solomon’s Song, for which, marriage should be celebrated, enjoyed, and revered.  The 4 main guidelines are: 1) Give your spouse needed attention, 2) Encourage and Praise each other (vital to the relationship), 3) Enjoy each other – quiet time together, i.e., getaways, and 4) Do whatever it takes to reassure the commitment to your spouse.
God’s intention is for the husband and wife to live in a deeply peaceful, secure love.
