January 7, 2007
The Nativity & Intro to NT
Special Warm-up: “Filling the Tank - Building relationships!”

<102 list progress>
I. What is the definition of a STORY?
There are two key main characters in every story; the listener and the teller.  The formula for being a Good Listener: R2A2 – Recognize, Relate, Assimilate, Action.  Also, there is a formula for being a Good Teller: TIP – Theme, Implication, and Point.
II. The Nativity Story – The movie!
What did you think of the movie?   OPEN DISCUSSION: important events, key places, main characters.  What was your first impression of Mary and Joseph?  What was your reaction to the events? How important was Joseph’s dream?  How was Mary treated? Were the 3 wise men “window dressing”? Was there advice wise? (Who do you look for to give you advice today?)
III. Isaiah’s prophecy: READ, Isaiah Ch.9 v. 2 – 4, 6 – 7, pg 555 (The Set-Up)
As we transition into the New Testament Isaiah has something important to say - his great premonition in times of trouble.

IV. The Nativity Story, (New Testament): Matthew Ch. 1, v18, Ch 2 (pg 783); Luke Ch. 1, 2 (pg. 830)
Introduction to the books of Matthew and Luke – similar but different.
What is Mary’s initial reaction to the angle’s appearance?  Why did God choose Mary to give birth to his Son?  What was the hardest thing for Mary?  How do you think she felt about giving birth to the Messiah?  

Personal thoughts… If an angel tapped you on the shoulder for something right now, how would you react?  How can I bring Jesus Christ into my world (my life) is to…???  Are you or would you be afraid to bring Jesus Christ into your life?  Why?  
In Closing… Keeping it real!  (write your answers, be brief)

· What makes you a good citizen?  
· What makes you feel proud?  
· What is your greatest hope for your community?

… RELATIONSHIPS!
