January 20, 2007
Intro to NT & Timeline
Special Warm-up: “Filling the Tank - Building relationships!”

<102 list progress update> 

“Tell us a story!” Exercise (  “TIP”
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To be continued


II. Jesus Christ’s introduction continued & Faith as the foundation…
Matthew presents Jesus as the fulfillment of prophecies from the Jewish Scriptures (Old Testament) and as a teacher whose Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5–7) [READ CH 5, v1 – 10, 17 – 19, PAGE 785, 786] has become the ethical backbone for Christians for almost twenty centuries. Mark stresses what Jesus did rather than what he taught. By showing that the Son of Man must suffer and be rejected, the author of Mark challenged those who expected the Messiah to be a political leader who would liberate the Jews from Roman oppression. Luke takes great care to portray a compassionate Jesus who cares deeply for the poor and those in society who have been marginalized. John’s vision is of a glorified Jesus. His Jesus offers blessing and full life in the present as well as after death. The Gospels were written to give people more than a record of what Jesus said and did by suggesting its meaning to those who or hear of their accounts.
Does Jesus tell a biography of himself in the New Testament?
III. Jesus Christ’s Teachings – miracles & parables!

“Jesus Christ” is a name that combines “Jesus,” the Greek form of a Hebrew name meaning “Yahweh (the Lord) will save,” (Joshua), with “Christ,” the Greek form of a Hebrew title meaning “chosen one,” (Messiah). Early in the period following Jesus’ crucifixion, however, the name and the title blended together into a proper name, Jesus Christ. This person is the central figure of the New Testament. His teachings and the stories about the miracles he performed and how he was crucified by the Romans and raised to life by God became the basis of a new sect of Judaism. As this sect grew and expanded into non-Jewish (Gentile) lands, it eventually became a religion in its own right, Christianity.
In the New Testament, Jesus’ teaching is characterized by an authority that exceeded that of the prophets and was based on his close personal relationship with God. This brought him into frequent dispute with the religious leaders of the day, including the scribes, Sadducees, and the Pharisees. The disputes centered upon who had the authority to interpret and apply the Law of Moses, not the authority of the Law itself. 
Jesus often used parables--short, intensely realistic, stories using everyday images—to grip his audience and point out with vividness and wit the presence of God in their lives. Many of these parables were intended to explain the nature of the “kingdom of God/heaven,” an expression Jesus used when speaking about God’s power and authority in the world. This is clearly the main theme of Jesus’ teaching. “The Parable of the Sower” READ MATTHEW CH. 13, v1 – 23 (R2A2 discussion) PAGE 794. Jesus’ ethical teachings are intended to promote repentance, obedience to God’s will, commitment in spite of opposition. 
Do You Remember…  What are the 2 main laws? 
The Gospel writers make use of the miracles in different ways. One third of Mark consists of miracle stories (including stories about Jesus casting out demons) in which Jesus is presented as the one God chose to destroy of evil and the forces of chaos. Matthew is much more interested in the response the miracles elicit from the people who witness them, preferring to present Jesus as a teacher rather than a worker of miracles. Luke connects Jesus’ miracles with the Holy Spirit, “The Good News”, READ ACTS CH. 10, v 34 – 43, PAGE 895. 
The New Testament letters for the most part do not concern themselves with recounting the events of Jesus’ life, but rather focus on the theological meaning of his life, death, and resurrection (rising to life). Some of the theological claims made in the letters include: 
Who has made the biggest impression in your life so far?  Why?
If someone asked you… Do you believe in Jesus Christ?  What would you say?  Or even better… Why do you believe in Jesus Christ?

Closing thoughts…Why are RELATIONSHIPS important?













































