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Miracles/Belief _ NT
MIRACLES – JESUS CHRIST – BELIEF

Special Warm-up: “I GOT YOUR BACK”   Did someone get your back recently (vice versa)???

Why do people say? …“I got your back.”  What does it mean?  A military definition – Your are a soldier in a battle field with heavy gun fire around you, another soldier says to you, “I got your back”?  How do you feel?  What is the opposite feeling?

FEAR

Have you ever gone at something alone (like a major task, or an important assignment)?  Give an example.  What kind of emotions did you experience?  What thoughts were you were you having before, during and after?

Read:  

We fear many things: taking a test, losing a job, violence in our schools, meeting people, talking to people, dying, etc.  Yet, when you come right down to it, there is only one thing that everyone fears: LOSS.  All fears boil down to being afraid of losing something or someone.  

Fear is natural and is a part of life, yet it often stops us from achieving many things.  It is a hindering nuisance, not a helper.  Maybe we can let go of some of our fear.  Many people find help for handling fear in their belief in Jesus Christ.  The Bible has many comforting passages in it, telling how Jesus is always there for us, working to overcome the things we fear.  “Even if I go through the deepest darkness, I will not be afraid, Lord, for you are with me”. (Psalm 23:4)

As a Christian, be aware that God is always with you, protecting you.  Jesus Christ makes the promise that whoever believes in him will live forever. 

God can’t speak to you conversationally, but God does speak to you in many other ways – through people, for example, or in your own heart.  So think:  How do you hear God speaking to you?  Listen: What is God saying?   Remember - Jesus loves you!  You are bound to make mistakes and run into bad things along the way.  Just let them pass by.  Accept them and let them go, realizing that God is always with you – before, during and after difficult times.  Let Go and let God!





CIRCLE TOP 3 THINGS YOU FEAR THE MOST:


FAILURE

DISAPPOINTING OTHERS

MAKING MISTAKES
FEELING WORTHLESS
SERIOUS ILLNESS



          

 DEATH
       BEING ABANDONED
      THE FUTURE

LONELINESS            REJECTION





NOT BEING LIKED

GROWING UP
         GOD
VIOLENCE

... SURVEY SAYS?

Do you remember 9 – 11 in NYC?  Where were you when it happened? What was the mood of the people that day you were around (sad, angry, fearful, confused… or just wandering around empty)? 



__________________________________________________________________________________________

MIRACLE!
A miracle is an event in which the usual laws of nature appear to be overruled or suspended, often attributed to the Action of God

Do Miracles Really Happen?  What are some modern day miracles?  Do you believe, for the most part, that they are work of God?  To what extent are miracles attributed to medicine or science?

READ Handout:  “The Contest of Faith & Science” (assign characters)
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The Gospel – A great miracle!  “Feed the Five Thousand” (there are many Jesus’ miracles, we will focus on one)
John 6: 1 – 13 pg. 867 (just for kicks Matthew 14: 13 – 21 pg. 796; Mark 6: 30 – 45, pg. 818)

Do you believe it?  If not, why did John tell us this story? If so, why did Jesus perform it?

John 6: 25 – 33

Jesus knew people had issues with understanding miracles.  

What is he saying - purpose? (A VERY IMPORTANT POINT)

Exodus 16: 4 pg. 55

Another miracle!

Group share an everyday miracle!

Jesus, help us open our eyes, hearts and minds to see you working in our lives. Amen.
PS.  Mac & Cheese Club next week, are you coming?  Is there a vote for NO MORE TWISTER GAME?













































