Confirmation Class: 2007-2008

St Barnabas Episcopal Church

Instructors: John Graham and Richard Gordon

Class Rules:

· Attend regularly.

· Download handouts and assignments when you miss class
(http://www.mandorichard.net/Confirm).

· Show respect for each other, your instructors, and any guests in the classroom.

· Complete homework assignments when given.

· Bring your Book of Common Prayer to every class.

· Attend retreat Palm Sunday weekend (March 2008).

· Join the Mac and Cheese Club (service project: strongly suggested).

· Clean up after yourselves at the end of class.

Class Goals:

For 7th-9th grade students, Confirmation Class is ordinarily a 2-year program, one year providing a survey of the Bible, one year providing a survey of the Book of Common Prayer. This year is our BCP year. Students grade 10 and older—even adults—may negotiate with Fr. Russ re: completing their study for confirmation in one year.

Therefore, our goals are simple:

· Help you prepare yourself as a candidate for Confirmation.

· Help you learn more about our faith.

· Help you learn more about our relationship with God and with each other. 

Handouts:

Today, in addition to this handout, you will have a letter to take home to your parents. All handouts will also be available in MS Word or PDF format at http://www.mandorichard.net/Confirm/0708.html
Warm Up Activity:

· Get into small groups. Each group should have 1 new student and 1 or 2 returning students. 

· Introduce yourselves to each other, making sure you know each others’ names.

· Find out from each other the following information:

· Favorite Christmas or Easter memory

· Favorite activities (try to get them to share 2)

· Favorite snack(s).

· When we all get together, you will introduce someone else in your group to the entire class!

Today’s Lesson and a Preview of September’s Lessons

This month, we are going to look at two important times in the Church’s history: the very beginning (before 80 C.E.) and at the time of the Reformation in England.

We’ll leave out a lot of church history, but it’s important for you to understand a few key concepts about the Episcopal Church.

· The Episcopal Church is indeed a “Bible-based” institution.

· The Episcopal Church has its roots in “the middle way,” the traditions that grew out of the Reformation in England.

Where’d this church business come from anyway?

· Christianity grew out of what religion?

Mark Chapter 1

16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for people.’ 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him.

· What does Jesus mean by “fish for people”?

· Last year’s class learned about the Torah. How are its “commandments” and “laws” different from the teachings of Jesus?

· To whom is the Torah addressed? To whom does Jesus extend God’s message?

· How many disciples did Jesus have?

· Were they the only people to spread the good news?

Luke Chapter 10

1After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2He said to them, . . . 5‘Whatever house you enter, first say, “Peace to this house!” 6And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. . . . and say to them, “The kingdom of God has come near to you.”’ . . . 17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!’ 

· Why did Jesus send the 70 out?

· After Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension into heaven, God called more people to go out into the world and spread the news about God and his call to all people to be in a “righteous relationship” with God. Just before he goes back to heaven, Jesus tells his disciples, “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

· And indeed, on the feast we call Pentecost, the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in tongues—so that all the Jews nearby, no matter where they came from, could hear the disciples speaking in their own languages. Some who witnessed this event assumed that the disciples were drunk. Peter stood up and explained to the crowd what had happened, and then said,

 “You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know—this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power.” (Acts 2:22-24)

· Acts 2:37-42 describes the first converts to Christianity:
37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’ 38Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.’ 40And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ 41So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. 42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

· What things listed in Acts 2:37-42 do we still do in church today? Why? What is the business of the church, in your opinion?
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