September 16, 2007

To:
Parents of Confirmation Candidates (2008, 2009)

From:
Richard Gordon and John Graham, Instructors

Subject:
2007-2008 Confirmation Class

We are looking forward to the 2007-2008 school year with your teenagers. The confirmation class has been a lively and active group of young men and young women the past two years, and we expect this year’s class to be just as exciting. This year’s curriculum covers the Episcopal Church, our Book of Common Prayer, and how we understand our relationship with God and with each other. It’s going to be an exciting year.

There are a couple of things of which we should make you aware.

First, since our students are heading towards confirmation, we have higher expectations of our students than they may have encountered in Sunday School in previous years. We do try to keep the material fun and relevant, but we expect the students 

· To attend regularly

· To participate actively in class discussion 

· To show respect for their classmates, the instructors, and any guests in the classroom

· To download handouts for any classes they miss

· To complete homework assignments when given

· To attend the confirmation retreat with Fr. Russ over Palm Sunday weekend.

Second, we will ask the students to complete some homework. On the class web site (http://mandorichard.net/Confirm), we’ve listed the assignments we plan to assign. There may be one or two more added, either a worksheet about the Episcopal Church or an assignment to memorize something. But details on all assignments will be available from the class web site closer to the individual due dates.

Perhaps the most personal assignment this year is a brief statement by each student about confirmation; we think it important for each student to reflect on the confirmation process and to be able to articulate why they’re doing this! It’s been our experience with teenagers that they will often surprise us with the maturity of their thoughts and the depth of their insights. We look forward to seeing their responses. 

Third, this class requires some parental support! Please call or e-mail one of us (contact information is at the end of this letter) by September 20 if you can help us with one of these three tasks:

1) We need a 7th grade parent to volunteer to coordinate the reception for the confirmands on the day of the Bishop’s visit (May 11, 2008). Contact: Richard.

2) Last year, we coordinated a service project, the Mac and Cheese club, in which our students prepared 3-4 casseroles for the Ronald McDonald House on a monthly basis. This year, for that service project to continue, we need one or two 8th grade parents to volunteer to coordinate this project. Contact: John.

3) Our classroom runs best with 2 adults present. Sometimes, one of us has to be out of town. On those Sundays, we would need assistance with classroom management. If you’re willing to be on call for that, please let us know! 
Contact: Either John or Richard.

Fourth, it’s important that your children’s coaches, scout leaders, friends and relations know that our class dismisses at 11:15 am. Whenever possible, please help your child schedule activities around our class time. When not possible, please help your child go to our web site (http://mandorichard.net/Confirm) and download the handouts and assignments for any classes missed.

Finally, we welcome visitors to class—parents, feel free to join us! If your child has had a cousin or a friend spend the night, by all means, allow the friend or cousin to visit our class! 

We look forward to an exciting year! Contact us if you can help or if you have any questions.

Thank you,

Richard Gordon



John Graham

302.588.7801 (cell)



302.584.8485 (cell)

302.996.6480 (home)



302.992.0161 (home)

mandorichard@gmail.com


grahamjohnalb@aim.com
