Bible Introduction: Part II

The Bible is an enormous “topic.” We cannot hit every chapter and verse over the course of just one year.  We will have to select issues and topics—and we hope that by so doing we will inspire you to explore more on your own!

As you mature, you will each draw your own conclusions about the Bible and its significance in your life and in our culture. Think about the antiquity of the Bible! Think of the languages it was written in (Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek). Think about how its stories still call out to us—even if our time is different from the times in which the different parts of the Bible were written.

The editors of the Oxford Bible Commentary have this to say about the nature of the Bible:

The Bible is a vast treasury of prose and poetry, of history and folklore, of spirituality and ethics; it has inspired great art and architecture, literature and music down through the centuries. It invites the reader into its own ancient and mysterious world, and yet at the same time can often surprise us by its contemporary relevance. It deserves and repays all the efforts of critical and attentive reading.
(Oxford Bible Commentary, Oxford University Press, 2001, p. 5.)

In short, the Bible is a lot more than just The Book of Rules! Studying it repays the effort! Just as scientific inquiry can teach us about How God’s Universe works, so studying the Bible can teach us about faith, ethics, our relationship with God, our relationship with other people—and so many other things!

What is the major teaching of the Bible?

What, in general, is the Bible about?

If you had to say that there’s one lesson in the Bible that is the most important lesson—or if you had to tell someone what the most important things the Bible teaches we should do are—what would you tell them?

Ecclesiastes 12:13 (543)

Micah 6:8 (757)

Matthew 7:12 (788) 22:34-40 (804)

Mark 12:28-31 (825)

Luke 6:31 (838)

How does the Bible talk to us?

Besides listing rules for living a Good Life, how does the Bible talk to us?  What have the authors of the different parts of the Bible done to make it such an appealing book?

Here is a sample of some different kinds of language used in the Bible.

Genesis 1:1 – 2:3 (1)

Job 28:1-19 (411)

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 (537)

Proverbs 26:11, 17-19 (531)

Psalm 69: 1-5 (462)

Luke 18:9-14 (853)

Matthew 23:23-28 (805)

Can you think of other ways that language is used to entice the reader?

How is the Bible structured?

There are many ways of dividing the Bible into parts.  

One way is to just call it the Old Testament and the New Testament. What’s the difference between them?

Another way says that Part I consists of the first 11 chapters of Genesis; Part II begins with the story of Abram/Abraham, focuses on the story of God’s relationship with His people, and includes the rest of the Old Testament and most of the New Testament; and Part III consists of the Book of Revelations. 

We have passed out an outline that uses a more traditional outline of the Bible.

Our Class

We have also passed out the schedule as we know it so far.  We suspect that, if we do our jobs properly, every answer we find to a question will lead to more questions. We want to have fun, but we also want you to understand that this is a serious class that will require some mature thought and effort on your part. We will, from time to time, have some worksheets for you!
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