Announcements:

1) 102 things are due next week!  Can’t find your list? Download another at http://www.mandorichard.net/Confirm/0607.html
2) Mac & Cheese Club will meet Sunday March 25 since we’ll be on retreat March 31/April 1 weekend. 

3) Youth Group: Where was everyone last week?  John and Sarah would love to have a good turnout tonight!

4) Retreat: Permission slips and fees were due last week!  Turn them in, please!
Luke Chapter 15

Richard admits that he and his son live in “genial clutter.”  As friendly as the house may feel, Richard and his son are both constantly losing things.  Most recently, the house ate the stapler—well, actually, it was found in the kitchen, sheltered by the toaster.  About a month ago, Zach couldn’t find his dress shoes; father and son tore the house apart to no avail. About a week later, Zach discovered them in a bag on the floor in his room. He celebrated with a great festival of cleaning—including two large bags of TRASH!!

What have you lost—and then found later? Write down some examples: dogs, homework, a gift, a cell phone, or even a “friendship”…. And how did you feel when you found them? Did you celebrate? If so, how?

1.

2.

3.

Have you ever seen one of your classmates—a notorious slacker who rarely does his or her work in school—turn something in to the teacher and get praised a lot?  How did that make you feel?  Why so you think the teacher reacted like that?

Today we’ll read Chapter 15 in Luke, pp. 850-851.

Parts: Narrator, Pharisees & scribes, Jesus verses 3-7, a shepherd, Jesus verses 8-10, a woman, Jesus verses 11-20 (like a narrator), Jesus 21-32 (like a narrator), the younger son, the father, the elder son, the servant talking to the elder son.

As you listen, think about what’s been lost, how it’s been found, and how the people react to finding what they have lost.

Understanding the times

· Who were the Pharisees?

· What kind of people were tax collectors?

· Why would it have been big deal to lose one coin?

· What was the big deal about the younger son asking for his “share” early?

· Why would it have been such a bad thing for a Jewish man to be sent out to feed the pigs? (Hint: Read Leviticus 11:7-8 [p. 85] as a reminder.)

What do these parables mean?

· In each of the stories, something is lost, then found: A sheep, a coin, a son.

· In the first parable, how is the shepherd like us—other human beings?  How is the shepherd like God?

· Look at verse 7. What does Jesus say the “point” of the parable is?

· In the second parable, we meet a woman. Is she poor, wealthy, somewhere between?

· How is this woman like us—other human beings? How is she like God?

· Look at verse 10. What’s the point of this parable?

· The third parable in this chapter is that of the Prodigal Son (or the Lost Son). It’s a famous story. 

· Why does the younger son leave home?

· How low does the younger son fall?

· How does his father react when he comes home again?

· If the story were to stop there, what would the point of the parable be?

· But the story doesn’t end there. Reread verses 25-32. Just take turns reading a verse each.

· How does the older brother react? Why?

· What does his father tell him?

· The more you think about this parable—and remember, it’s told as one of three parables to counter the grumbling Pharisees—the more important the conversation between the elder son and the father becomes. Why? How is that conversation, in part, a response to some of the complaints of the Pharisees?

· What does their conversation teach us about

· God’s love

· How things are changed since Jesus came

· How our relationships with each other are important?

The Prodigal Son and Lent

Next week, we’ll talk about the Easter story. Right now, we are in the season of Lent—a time to prayerfully prepare for Easter. Can you think of some ways in which the parable of the Prodigal Son helps point out the importance of the Easter season that’s coming soon?
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